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typical case.... The starting-point approach
was developed as a way of incorporating into
the sentencing process the dual perspectives
of the seriousness of the offence and the need
to consider the individual circumstances of
the offender. It represents a restatement of the
long-standing practice of sentencing judges of
beginning by considering the range of sentence
that has been posed for similar criminal acts
followed by consideration of factors peculiar to
the case and offender before them."
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"In short, the sentence must be individualized
to the particular crime and the particular
offender before the court. Having determined
a starting point, the judge must go on to
consider these factors and their effect on the
appropriate sentence. The factors peculiar
to the particular case and offender before
the court may mitigate, resulting in a lower
sentence than the typical case reflected by the
starting point. Or they may exacerbate, resulting
in a higher sentence than would prevail in the
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